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[0 O Students in the United States must have a high schooldiploma or its equivalent, to enter the university.
Auniversity program for undergraduates usually takes fouryears. In this way, a university and a college are
alike.College students usually spend four years in school also. Acollege, however, usually has only one or two kinds
ofprograms. A college does not have graduate or professionalprograms in a variety of areas.Compared to
universities and colleges, communitycolleges in the United States are quite different. The programof study in the
community college usually lasts only twoyears. Many different subjects are taught in the community~ college. The
community college may give courses in dentaltechnology, automeehanies, sewing, and many othernonacademic
subjects. The community college may also havecourses in the regular academic subjects like science,
math,languages, literature, and other courses in the humanities.Many different types of students study at
communitycolleges. Not all students have a high school diploma. Thecommunity college serves the commtmity,
and anyone wholives nearby may go.. When community college studentscomplete a two-year program, they
receive an associate ofarts or associate of science degree. They may then go to acollege or university for two more
years to get the bachelorsdegree. However, the student may get a job instead, or juststop going to school.The
technical or vocational school has only job training.lts programs may last a short time or a long time.
Someprograms take six months, while other programs may taketwo years or more to complete. Students in the
technical orvocational school may have a high school diploma. Many,however, do not have the diploma. The
technical orvocational school provides training for work in areas such aselectronics, carpentry, plumbing, and
others.
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