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[0 O preposition "onto", but seeing is not an action, so "on" is the properpreposition.[] Both "onto" and "on" are
the prepositions to be used fora surface [ here, a table top[J . Also note that with "put..onto” there is achange in
position of the box, starting from some unspecified loca-tion, and ending up on the table. Thus, the use of into and
onto alsoimplies a change of ,locality”. When action takes place within a spaceor on a surface, but no change in
locality has taken place, then "in" and"on" are the proper prepositions to use; i.e., “the mouse is running inits cage",
and "Bob is walking on the sidewalk".[0J [0 Example 25: After Jack returned from the field he placed the rocksample
into the storage box. (I "placed" is action that involves a changein location of the sample.OJ O O Example 26: Jack
pasted a "label" onto the lid of the box. [1 The action verb "pasted" requires the preposition "onto" because the lid is
asurface.[] [0 [J Example 27: Jack later examined the rock sample in the storage box. (I "examined" is an
observation, rather than an action, no change in locality is involved, and the inside of the box is a space; hence "in"
is the proper preposition here.[J [0 [J The preposition "at" is often used with location or an address, and "to" and
“"toward" are used to express motion in a direction. Consider a teacher and the students of a class:[J [J Example 28:
Professor Johnson came to classroom 402 an hour early and found his students sitting quietly/n the room.

[ "classroom 402" is a locality, but the "room" is a space.[] [J [0 Example 29: The professor asked James, who sat in
the corner oflJ the room, to please move into the center. [J Both the "corner” and theld "center” of the room are
spaces with undefined boundaries.[] O [0 Example 30: Steven stood at the geologic map of the Alps that[J] was
mounted on the west wall. [J Steven is at a locality, i.e., the map[ placed on the west wall —— a surface.[] [

[0 Example 31: The graduate student arrived at the Beijing Univer-{I sity of Chemical Technology, and
immediately hurried onto thel] campus, arriving at the Department of Materials Science by 9:00 a.m.[] He found
the secretary waiting for him within the department office.(] O In Example 31 the university is a locality. One
should not write[] "...a~rived in, or on, the Beijing University of ..."; however, asan[] exception to the article
adjective rule, it is acceptable to write "...ar-C] rived on campus" [ a surfacel] , even though action is implied and
thed specific campus might be identified in a preceding sentence.
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