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(0 O were brief. Standing to my left was Richard. He was tall and lanky[d wilth dark hair and heavy black-rimmed
glasses. Next to him stood a shorter man with blond hair. His name was Simon[] and he looked nervously at the
stainless steel covers. Fern was the other woman in the group. It was clear she was straight out of college. She shyly
twisted her auburn hair around her Index finger. Eric stood to my right. He was tallCJ] blond and strikingly
handsomel] and he wore a look of supreme confidence as he leafed through his anatomy text[] underlining
sentences.[] (1 Dr. Parsons walked briskly over to our table. I watched his hands as they grasped the two steel
handles. | held my breath. The covers slid down with an earsplitting slam.[0J [0 My most vivid memory of that
instant was the smell. The fumes from the formaldehydelJ In which the body had been soaked[] seared my eyes as
well as my nostrils. All five of us reeled backward from this unexpected assault to our senses. Then we looked at the
body.[J [J I tried to avert my eyes from the facel] and stared Instead at the torso of a thinO frail female in her late
sixties. Her skin was grayish tan. It had an unusual quality about it[1 almost as if by being preserved in a strong
chemical It had been drained of the color] odor and texture of life. The bloodless cadaver could not have weighed
more than eighty-five pounds.OJ [J | tried not to think of the body before me as a person. | tried not to imagine
how she had died and whom she had left behind. I told myselfC] as I gripped the side of the table[] that she was
made of plastic or modeling clay[] and I repeated again and again. Its not real] its not real.[J [J Richard was the
first to plck up his scalpel. Dr. Parsons had just begun to give the directions. We were to start with a dissection of
the neck to the breast. Before any of us could stop him[J Richard was clumsily slashing away at the grayish skin.
Fern and Simon instinctively moved back from the table. It was Eric who moved forward and took command. He
Immediately christened Richard with a name that would last all term[J the Slasher.[J [ Eric warned Richard to
slow down and wait for further directions. We all knew how Important It was not to destroy the tiny and delicate
nerves and veins we were supposed to uncover and learn to recognize.
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