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[0 O The purpose of this book is tol. introduce SICI A as an independent field of study[] 2. review the linguistic
and pedagogic aspects of SLA[I 3. define the key concepts of SICI AL] 4- view critically existing theories of SLAL 5.
understand the individual learner differenccsC] 6. analyze learner languagel] 7. discuss the SLA research methods.
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Unit 1 Introducing Second Language Acquisition.1.1 What Is Second Language Acquisition?1.2 Why Is Second
Language Acquisition Important?1.3 Which Areas Does Second Language Acquisition Study?1.4 How Long Is the
History of Second Language Acquisition?Unit 2 Reviewing Bases of Second Language Acquisition2.1 What Is
Language?2.2 Different Views About Language2.3 Nature of Learning2.4 Misconceptions of Learning2.5 Mystery
of First Language AcquisitionUnit 3 Defining Concepts of Second Language Acquisition3.1 Competence and
Performance3.2 First Language, Second Language, and Foreign Language3.3 Acquisition and Learning3.4 Input
and Output3.5 Interlanguage3.6 Variability3.7 Fossilization3.8 Language TransferUnit 4 Theorizing About Second
Language Acquisition4.1 UniversalGrammar4.2 Interlanguage Theory4.3 Monitor Theory4.4 Connectionism4.5
Construction Grammar4.6 Acculturation Model4.7 Sociocultural TheoryUnit 5 Identifying Learner Differences5.1
Learning Styles5.2 Learning Strategies5.3 Learning Aptitude5.4 Learning Intelligence5.5 Learning Motivation5.6
Learner Personality5.7 Learning AgeUnit 6 Analyzing Learner Language6.1 Contrastive Analysis6.2 Error
Analysis6.3 Learner Corpus AnalysisUnit 7 Researching Second Language Acquisition7.1 What Is Second
Language Research?7.2 Types of Second Language Acquisition Research Methods7.3 Procedures of Second
Language Research7.4 Conducting Second Language Acquisition ResearchKeyReferences
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[0 O By "system" we mean the recurring patterns or arrangements or the par-ticular ways or designs in which a
language operates. All elements in thesystem of a language are arranged in accordance with certain rules;
theycannot be combined at will. In English, for example, "brip™ is not an ac-ceptable word; "He tables a green™ is
not an acceptable sentence, either. Itis because the sounds that are used to form words and the words that areused
to form sentences do not appear at random, but are arranged and usedin fixed patterns according to certain
systems or rules so that speakers of alanguage can understand one another. If a language were not systematic,
itcould not be learned or used consistently.By "arbitrary vocal symbols" it is meant that anything that
representssomething else is a symbol, for example, a dove is the symbol of peace. These symbols are not chosen for
any particular reasons, but at random.That is to say, the relationship between the sound symbols and the
objects,events, or ideas that these symbols represent are arbitrary. Language is ar-bitrary in the sense that there is no
intrinsic connection between the word"pen" and the thing we use to write with. Although the choice of
certainsound symbols to represent certain objects, events, or ideas is arbitrary,once the relationship is established, it
becomes a fixed convention; i.e., theuse of these sound symbols is by no means arbitrary, but follows
certainconventions that speakers of the language have agreed upon. It is becausethe sounds and words of a
language are used in fixed ways that the speakersof the language can understand one another, thus making
communicationsand interaction possible.
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