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00 00O O O Adult versus child and some female versus male brain tumor differences exist. Childhood tumors
are most commonly located in the posterior cranial fossa. Primary brain neoplasms in children are cerebellar
astrocytoma and meduUoblastoma, ependymomas (which arise from the ventricles or the central canal of spinal
cord lining), gliomas (optic nerve and brainstem), germinomas, and congenital tumors. Metastases to the epidural
space originate most commonly from neuroblastoma (malignant neoplasm arising from neuroblasts, 30% of which
occur in the adrenal glands) and to the meninges from leukemia or lymphoma.Adult common tumors include
meningioma, schwannomas (see acoustic schwannoma discussion in Chapter 2), primary lymphomas (seen in
acquired immunodeficiency disease syndrome [AIDS] patients and older adults), and gliomas. Meningiomas
(which are believed to have progesterone receptors and grow during pregnancy) and schwannomas have a female
preponderance; glioblastoma multiforme (high-grade, undifferentiated glioma) has predilection for males. Brain
metastases originate from lung, breast, melanoma, etc.
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