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00 O O O O O O Neorealists and neoliberals take for granted that states seek to promote their "national interest,"
but they have little to say about how those interests are shaped or change over time. Constructivists draw on
different disciplines to examine the processes by which leaders, peoples, and cultures alter their preferences, shape
their identities, and learn new behaviors. For example, both slavery in the nineteenth century, and racial apartheid
in South Africa in the twentieth century, were accepted by most states once upon a time. But both came later to be
widely condemned. Constructivists ask: Why the change?What role did ideas play?Will the practice of war go the
same way someday? What about the concept of the sovereign state?The world is full of political entities such as
tribes, nations, and non-governmental organizations.
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