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PrefaceChapter 1 Languages and Linguistics What Do You Think? How the United States Have an Official
Language? English-Only,English Plus,Multilingualism What Is Human Language? Theree Faces of a Languatge
System Laguage:Mental and Social Signs:Arbitrary and Nonarbitrary Arbitrary Signs epresentational Signs
Language-A System of Arbitrary Signs Languages as Patterned Structures Discreteness Duality Speech as
Patterned Language Use The Origin of Languages:Babel to Babble Languages and Diaiects What Are Social
Dialects? Different Dialects or Different Languages? What Is a Standard Variety? Is There a Right and a Wrong
in English Usage? Modes of Linguistic Communication Speaking Writing Signing Do Animals Have
Language? How Animals Communicate in Their Natural Environment Can Chimpanzees Learn a Human
Language? Did Project Nim Fail? What Is Linguistics? What are the Branches of Linguistics? Computers and
Linguistics Summary What Do You Think?Revisited Exercises Especially for Educators and Future Teachers
Othes Resources Internet Videos Suggestions for Further Reading Advanced Reading ReferencesChapter 2
Words and Their Parts:Lexicon and MorphologyChapter 3 The Sounds of Languages:PhoneticsChapter 4 Sound
Systems of Language:PhonologyChapter 5 The Structure and Function of Phrases and Sentences:SyntaxChapter 6
The Study of Meaning:SemanticsChapter 7 Language Universals and Language TypologyChapter 8 Information
Structure and PragmaticsChapter 9 Speech Acts and ConversationChapter 10 Registers and Styles:Language
Variation across Situations of UseChapter 11 Language Variation Among Social Groups:DialectsChapter 12
WritingChapter 13 Language Change over Time:Historical LinguisticsChapter 14 Historical Development in
EnglishChapter 15 Acquiring First and Second Languages
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(0 O A SPECIAL WORD TO STUDENTS[ [0 For hundreds[] even thousands[] of years[] philosophers

O rhetoricians] and grammarians have analyzed the uses to which people put language in their everyday lives and
the linguistic and social structures supporting those uses] The nineteenth and twentieth centuries proved rich in
linguistic insight[] as philologists at first and then linguists and cognitive scientists broadened and deepened our
understanding of the singularly human trait that is language In recent decadesl] as space explorers revised our
views of the satellites of Uranus and microbiologists plumbed the recesses of DNA in the Human Genome Project
O linguists too have generated a burst of insight into the representation of language in the mind and into the
interactions between language use and community social structuresC] In this book you will uncover a glimpse of
language as we now understand it.[] [1 Despite the impressive pace at which investigators have gained insight into
human languagel] tough questions remain unanswered and many arenas remain unexplored or under explored

[0 Far more remains to be discovered about language than is now known and all abundance of intellectually
exciting and sociauy useful work remains to be achieved by todays college and university studentsC] who are
tomorrow’ s investigators(] Today we understand a good deal more about the structures and functions oflanuages
than we knew when you were born(J For those of you wanting to contribute to our understanding of the human
mind and of human social interaction rest assured that what is now known will be dwarfed by what is discovered
during your life time—and some of you will waa make those discoveriest] For those wanting simply to grasp what
we now know about language[] this book will be equally useful(J You are invited to dive m and raise your own
questions about language and its role in your life and the lives of peoplea round youl [0 [ "A stitch in time saves
nine"is one of the helpful proverbs I first heard in sch0010] and"Look before you leap” was anotherd One proverb
involving language proved false[] It said[] "Sticks and stones may break my bones[] but words will never hurt
me"Mostofus learn early in life how powerful a tool language is and how it can be used for good or i110 It can
delight and enlighten us[J and it can also inflict injury[] Pivotal in all human lives[J language is as central to your
social interactions as it is to your cognitive pursuitsC] Youll want to learn as much about it as you possibly can]
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