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(0 O If the subject is assigned, try to shape your approach so that it reflects something that appeals to you, intrigues
you, or even annoys you. You should at leastexperience a spark of curiosity. You should want to know more.
Ideally, youll feelmuch more than a spark of interest, and youll discover that the assignment prorides an
opportunity for you to learn more about the world, yourself, other people,and/or other cultures. Coming up with
your own angle on a topic is simply a matter of learning how to ask good questions——and, of course, of knowing
yourself. TUrna“ Boring” Topic into an interesting One. Suppose your American historyinstructor assigns a
research project on "The Effects of the Vietnam War." Your firstreaction might be to dismiss this topic as essentially
boring——as something that mighthave appealed to the baby-boomer generation but not to you. However, unless
theprofessor is very specific about what types of effects he/she expects you to study [ e.g.,the effects of the war on
subsequent U.S. presidential elections[] , you can find a wayto connect the subject with something you really do
find interesting. If you are majoring in the biological sciences or pursuing a career in a medical field, for instance,
youmight research the long-term effects of Agent Orange on soldiers who fought in theVietnam conflict. Someone
interested in film or the arts might compare the differentways this war has been represented in film in the decades
following the conclusion ofAmerican involvement. A sociology major could investigate some of the reasons
whypopular opinion concerning this war has changed since the 1960s. A student of architecture might consider the
factors that influenced the design and construction of theVietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. It all
comes back to knowing yourself and making connections that initially might not seem obvious.Stumped[

Ask Others. Sometimes answers to questions such as the ones listedearlier might come with virtually no conscious
effort on your part. When thathappens, the experience can seem almost magical. More often, especially fornovice
writers, your thinking will seem blocked. You might sit at the computer forhours without accomplishing anything
that feels like real progress. That is a per-fectly normal O if not particularly pleasant] experience. After all, a
research projectinvolves multiple tasks, each of which is complex, and only some of which are tangible features of
the final product. In the inevitable moments of frustration—— moments common to experienced writers as well as
novices——it helps to remem ber that good thinking rarely occurs in a vacuum. If you cant come up with a good
topic on your own, seek aid elsewhere.[d [0 Help can come in various forms. One option is to discuss the project
with others.Make an appointment with your instructor. Explore your interests in conversation and ask for
suggestions.Discuss the project with an instructor who teaches in your major or minor.Talk to other students in the
class. After all, they are familiar with the assignment and will probably be eager to bounce ideas off you as
well.Explain the assignment to friends and family members. Perhaps they can suggesta particular angle on the topic
that combines your interests with the assignment.
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