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PREFACE INTRODUCTION SOCIETY AND ILLUSIONChapter 1 The Prophets of Paris: Saint-Simon and
ComteChapter 2 The Last Gentleman: Alexis de TocquevilleChapter 3 Nietzsche's MadnessChapter 4
Do-Gooders, Evolutionists, and RacistsChapter 5 Dreyfus's Empire: Emile DurkheimChapter 6 Max Weber: The
Disenchantment of the WorldChapter 7 Sigmund Freud: Conquistador of the IrrationalChapter 8 The Discovery
of the Invisible World: Simmel, Cooley, and MeadChapter 9 .The Discovery of the Ordinary World: Thomas,
Park, and the Chicago SchoolChapter 10 The Emergence of African-American Sociology: Du Bois, Frazier, Drake,
and CaytonChapter 11 The Construction of the Social System: Pareto and ParsonsChapter 12 Hitler's Shadow:
Michels, Mannheim, and MillsChapter 13 Erving Goffman and the Theater of Social EncountersChapter 14
Cultural Capital, Revolution, and the World-System: The Theories of Pierre Bourdieu, Theda Skocpol, and
Immanuel WaUersteinChapter 15 From the Code of the Street to the Social Structure of Right and Wrong: The
Sociology of Elijah Anderson and Donald Black
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(0 O It was not the Revolution that destroyed the decentralized institutions of France, Tocqueville found, contrary
to what most conservatives held. Rather, it had been the French kings themselves. Back in the Middle Ages
Tocqueville class, the aristocracy, had jealously guarded their independence from the king. Parliaments and
independent courts had been created by coalitions of nobles as a balance of power to resist the control of the king.
Such institutions had existed all over Europe, even in Russia and Spain. The kings counterattacked and managed to
destroy the power of the aristocrats by creating a royal bureaucracy, into which the courts were incorporated as
subordinate agencies. The aristocrats were made royal officials, and their representative institutions were reduced to
virtually nothing.OI O This process went furthest in Russia and the East and least far in England. In England, in fact,
the courts and lawyers remained almost totally independent, and parliament won the final struggle with the king in
the seventeenth- century revolution led by Oliver Cromwell. In France the struggle went on the longest. There the
king built a mighty bureaucracy, but the aristocracy still held many powers, and the showdown did not come until
the end of the eighteenth century, when a new commercial era had accentuated the trend to equality and created
the massed population of Paris that would prove so important in French politics. The inefficiency of the French
regime, balanced between an autocratic king and a parasitic aristocracy, led to the government financial crisis of
1789. In the temporary government deadlock the floodgates broke, and the masses at- tacked. The spirit of equality
had been unleashed by the leveling bureaucracy and the growth of commerce, and the aristocrats who lived on with
their old privileges but without their old powers and functions were to feel the vent of its fury. In the end the main
effect of the Revolution was to strengthen and stream- line the central government, something that could not be
done as long as the aristocrats stood in the way. The Revolution merely consolidated the structure the kings had
labored to create.[] (1 This account sharpens the irony of America in world perspective. The United States has the
most protection against the instabilities of modern mass society because it derives its institutions especially its
decentralized courts and local governments——from the early period of British history. The colonists of the
seventeenth century who founded American society were from the conservative, minor aristocracy of England, and
they brought with them the institutions of decentralized feudal control. America thus escaped even from what
centralization the English kings had managed to carry out. The United States, far from epitomizing the new era of
politics, has come to have one of the oldest government forms in the world.
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