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THE excavations of Sir Arthur Evans at Cnhossus began in theyear in which the first edition of this History of
Greece appeared] 19001 . His amazing discoveries there, followed and supple-mented by the work of other
explorers on many other prehistoricsites in Crete, have transformed our knowledge of the Aegeancivilisation of the
second millennium, and placed in a new focusthe problems of early Greece. In consequence of these dis-coveries,
and of other researchs [J among which I may mentionespecially Professor Ridgeway's Early Age of Greece and
Mr.Leaf's Troy[d , it has been necessary to rewrite the greater part ofChapter I. An account of Cretan civilisation is
included; theview that the pre-Achaean inhabitants of Greece were not Greeks,which it seems to me no longer
possible to maintain, is aban-doned; and the Trojan War is recognised to be an historicalevent.Outside Chapter I, a
few minor changes have been made. Ineed only mention that the accounts of the battles of Salamisand Plataea have
been-partly rewritten.
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0 O O In Attica there are many relics. On the Athenian Acropolis thereare a few stones supposed to belong to a
palace of great antiquity,but we can look with more certainty on some of the ancient foun-dations of the fortress
wall. This wall was called Pelargic or Pelas-gic by the Athenians; and it seems likely that the word preservesthe name
of the ancient inhabitants of the place, the Pelasgoi31But the Pelasgians of Athens were not the only people of the
Athe-nian plain. Towards the northern end of this plain, a vaulted tombseems to record ancient princes of
Acharnae. The lords of Thoricushad tombs of the same fashion; and at Eleusis there is similar evi-dence. In many
other places in Attica graves of this period havebeen found; at Prasiae a number of remarkable rock-tombs
re-sembling those in the lower town of Mycenae.[1 In Boeotia there are some striking memorials. Remains of a
pal-ace, with some traces of wall paintings, have been found on Cad-meia, the citadel of historic Thebes. On the
western shores of thegreat Copaic marsh a people dwelled, whose wealth was proverb-ial; and their city
Orchomenus shared with Mycenae the attributeof "golden™ in the Homeric poems. Paintings on the walls of
theirpalace represented scenes from the sports of the bull-ring, and pil-lar shrines, which must have been executed
by artists of the sameschool as those who wrought at Cnossus. One of their kings built agreat sepulchral vault under
the hill of the citadel, and later gen-erations took it for a treasury. It approached, though it did notquite attain to,
the size of the Treasure-house of Atreus itself; andit had a second chamber covered by a stone ceiling which
wasadorned with a curious design in low relief, an arrangement ofmeandering spirals and fan-shaped leaves
bordered by rosettes,producing the effect of a carpet. The same design which deckedthe burying-place of
Orchomenus in stone was used by the paintersof some lord of Tiryns to adorn the walls of his palace; and one
istempted to see both in the ceiling and in the sepulchre the work ofcraftsmen from Crete.
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