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But[ as Conseil pointed out[] we were enjoying complete freedom and goodfood.Our host was keeping his side of
the bargain.We could not complain{] andthe strangeness of Our fate held such fine compensations that we had no
fight toblame him. That day | started a diary of our adventures[] which has since permitted meto recount them
with the greatest accuracy.However[] there was one peculiarthing about this diary[] it was written on paper made
from eelgrass. Early in the morning of November flesh air spreading throughout theinside of the Nautilus told
me that we had surfaced in order to renew theoxygen supply.l went to the central companionway and up onto the
platform. ItwassiX 0’ clock.The sky was clouded and the sea gray but calm.Therewas hardly any swell.l was
hoping to meet Captain Nemo there[] but | had noidea whether or not he would come out on deck.l saw only the
helmsmanimprisoned in his glass cage.l sat down on the ledge formed by the dinghy’ Shull and took deep breaths
of the delicious salt air. Little by little[] the mist began to lift beneath the sun’ S rays as it rose overthe eastern
horizon.The sea flamed like a powder trail under its light. The high(J scattered clouds took on bright(J delicately
shaded colors[] and numerous® mares’ tails” showed that it would be windy all day long.But what was windto
the NautilusO which could brave any storm[

| was admiring this joyous sunrise[] SO gay and invigoratinglJ when | heardsomeone climbing up the
companionway. | got ready to greet Captain NemoU but it was the first mate who appeared.I recognized him as
being the man who had accompanied the captain when hehad first visited US in Our cell. He walked forward on the
platform withoutseeming to notice my presence.With a powerful telescope he very carefullyscanned the entire
horizon. Then when this examination was over[] he went tothe hatch and pronounced the following words.l
remember them well(I for eachmorning they were repeated under the same conditions. They were[]

* 'Nautronrespoc IOrni virch.”
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