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[0 O Nothing prepared Lily Honegger for what she saw on her first Red Sea dive in 1972. A scubanovicel] she had
braved only the chillydI relatively lifeless Mediterranean. But off the coast of Sudan[J she discovered a community
of coral and manta rays[] reef sharks and tropical fish. She marveled atnature's palette[1 with its startling yellows[]
brown-tinged reds and bold blues. Then a fashion buyer] Honegger thought[J "Someone should make a
collection out of this."[0 O A collectiond it turns outd] and a career. Photographic film has since become
Honegger's fabricll thesea her muse. She and her husband Otto have created a pictorial record of the creatures
found in andaround coral reefs. The Swiss couple’s images capture elements of marine life even more colorful
thanthose they first saw in the Red Sea.[J [0 The Honeggers make three or four diving trips annually. FirstC] they
pick a destination. They go tothe Maldives at least once a year and also dive frequently in Indonesia. Next comes
researchl] whatcreatures can we expect to find[J at what depth and on which reef(]

Then there are the logisticsC] frompreparing their two underwater cameras and packing the dozens of rolls of film
needed on a three-weektrip to arranging boats to take them out to sea.[] [1 The two view the underwater world
from different perspectives. Take the blue giant clam. LilyHonegger[ her eye trained by the fashion world to look
for patterns and hues[] sees robust swirls andstripes of blue and black. "The combination of colors is unbelievable
[ " she says. "This is abstract art[] and a painter couldn't do better." Otto Honegger examinesl] with his scientist's
lensC] alivingd breathingsample of Tridacna maximall one of the more common giant clams[] with a range
from East Africa toPolynesia. As a youth[J he had wanted to become a scientist. For family reasonsl] he studied
businessinstead. Now a television producer] Otto finds marine photography a way of returning to his first love

[ biology.00 O O O
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