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00 O O Tourism has become the main foreign sector in Jamaica. It grewsubstantially in the 1980s on the basis of
only a small amount ofadditional investment. The main forms of holiday tourism are hotel-based, and much of the
hotel capacity is still concentrated in urbanareas. There is a principal port of entry for tourists and virtually allarrive
by air.The growth of tourism has put on a strain on the older urban areasthat still provide a focus for tourism
shopping and recreation outsidehotels. Physically, there has been deterioration in roads, pavements,buildings and
their surrounds. This is combined with problems ofsecurity and harassment. There is also an increasing problem in
urbanservices such as water, cleansing and rubbish collection, partly owningto government expenditure cutbacks
and lack of resources to localcouncils.A privately funded organization called "Jamaica Tourism ActionPlan" has
been set up. It acts as a source of pressure on central andlocal government to consider tourism-related issues in the
provision ofurban facilities, and in particular the several local areas that rely almostsolely on tourism. It also
represents a means of stimulating expenditureindirectly in support of tourism outside the government budget, and
istherefore consistent with general budgetary policy. The main focus of its activities is to rehabilitate
tourism-frequentedareas and to preserve tourism's acceptability through these improvements tolocal populations.
Both are regarded as essential to maintain the qualityof urban tourism for holiday-makers. Moreover, there is a risk
thatbusiness incomes in shops and restaurants will simply decline unlessimprovements in the urban infrastructure
are made.
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