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[0 O the source of authority for federal laws and the federal courts.Each statehas authority over persons and
activities within its boundaries.Stategovernments(] in turnJ delegate some authority to local governments.Eachof
these governmental units may[] within certain constraintsC] make law.Generally there are three branches of the
government the legislature[] theadministrative agencies] and the judiciary.Each of them makes a differentkind
of law.Legislatures create statutory law by passing billst] whichbecome law when signed by the executive.Agencies
create administrativelawd consisting of rules and decisions issued by the agencies.Finally[J the judiciary makes
common lawd sometimes informally referred to as judge-made law[] which is found in court decisions.Federal
statutory] administrative(1 and common law apply throughout the United States; astate's statutory

[0 administrative[] and common law apply only in that state. These sources form a hierarchy with constitutions at
the top and judge-madelaws at the bottom.[J [0 3.2.1 ConstitutionsConstitutions include the United States
Constitution and constitutions ofeach state.Within a jurisdictionJ the constitution is the highest authority;statutes
O regulationst] and common law must not conflict with the constitution. The most'important source of law in the
United States is the Constitution of the United States which separates the government into the three coordinated
branchesl] grants certain enumerated powers to each of these branches[] reserves certain powers to the states[] and
sets limits on the power of the federal and state governments to enact certain kinds of legislation or to engage in
certain kinds of activities relating to their citizens. The United States Constitution sets the standards against which all
federaland state law is ultimately measured] and it applies throughout the country.Each state in the United States
has also adopted a constitution which sets outboth the form and operation of government in that state and also
placescertain limits on its power. The state constitution applies only within thatstate's boundaries.Constitutions are
normally reprinted in statutorycompilations at both the federal and state levels.[] [ 3.2.2 Statutes[] [ Statutes are
another important source of law in the United States.Whilethe constitutions address broader] more fundamental
[0 and timeless matters ofgovernment structure and power statutes deal with particular problems asthey
arise.Statutes refer to the enactments of the legislative bodies includingacts of Congress[ statutes of federal and
state legislaturesC] and ordinances oflocal governing bodies acting within the powers conferred on them by
statelegislatures.Statutes create categorical rules to address particular problems.Unless and until a statute is declared
to be unconstitutionall] it is controllingas to the subject it encompasses.[] (I The U.S. statutory law is found in
session laws and statutory codes. Thestatutes are arranged in a chronological order of their enactment in thesession
laws[] while arranged according to subject matter in the statutorycodest] for examplel all criminal laws are
grouped together regardless of thedates on which the individual criminal statutes were passed.At the federallevel

[ the session laws are found in the series called Statutes At Large[] abbreviated as* Sta.” [ ;the codified version is
found in the United StatesCode[] U.S.C.0 and in two commercially published editions[] United States Code
Annotated[] U.S.C.A.[0 and United States Code ServicedJ U.S.C.SO.0 00O O
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