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[0 O O The word "guitar’ was brought into English as anadaptation of the Spanish word *guitarra: which was,
inturn, derived from the Greek 'kithara'. Tracing the rootsof the word further back into linguistic history, it seemsto
have been a combination of the Indo-European stem'guit-*, meaning music, and the root *-tar', meaning chordor
string. The root "-tar" is actually common to a numberof languages, and can also be found in the word ‘sitar’,also a
stringed musical instrument. Although the spellingand pronunciation differ between languages, these keyelements
have been present in most words for "guitar'throughout history. While the guitar may have gained most of its
popularityas a musical instrument during the modern era, guitar-likeinstruments have been in existence in
numerous culturesthroughout the world for more than 5,000 years. Theearliest instruments that the modern eye
and ear wouldrecognise as a'normal‘acoustic guitar date from about 500years ago. Prior to this time, stringed
instruments were inuse throughout the world, but these early instrumentsare known primarily from visual
depictions, not fromthe continued existence of music written for them.The majority of these depictions show
simple stringedinstruments, often lacking some of the parts that define amodern guitar. A number of these
instruments have morein common with the lute than the guitar.
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