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O O but difficult toanswer with certainty: whether, thatis, the whole civilization of the archipelago is entirely of
Indianorigin? and whether, too, from a period preceding all literature andthe latest and most refined development
ofspeech, there have existedconnections between Sanscrit and the Malayan languages in thewidest sense, that can
still be demonstrated in the common elementsofspeech? To the first of these two questions | would be inclined
toreturn a negative answer. It seems to me established that there wasa true and indigenous civilization among the
brown race of thearchipelago. It is still to be found in the eastern part, and even inJava has not succumbed beyond
recognition. It could be said,nevertheless, that the population of the archipelago became graduallydispersed from
the centre, which India initially had influenced, andexpanded thence towards the east, so that the specifically
Indiancharacter became more diluted at the end-points. But such anassumption, however, becomes the less
supported by specific resem-blances, when, precisely in that which does not proclaim itself to beprimarily Indian at
all, striking coincidences have been noted in thecustoms of the peoples of the more central and easterly
archipelago.Nor is it at all evident why a people such as the Malayans shouldbe denied a social civilization of their
own creation, seeing that theprocess of population and gradual acculturation may in any casehave taken this
direction or that. The very capacity of its constituentpeoples to as.simulate the Hinduism transmitted to them is a
proofof this, and still more so the manner in which they neverthelessinterwove it with native elements, and almost
never allowed thelndian contribution to retain its quite alien shape. Both wouldnecessarily have had to be
otherwise, if the Indian incursions hadencountered these races as raw uncultivated savages. When | Speakhere of
Indians, | mean of course only the Sanscrit-speaking branch,not inhabitants of the Indian mainland as such. To
what extent thehtter were encountered by this branch, and perhaps driven out byit, is another question, which | do
not enter into here, where myconcern is only to show by what diverse cultural circumstances theMalayan races
were encompassed.[] The second question, referring only to language, must, however,in my opinion, be answered
in the affirmative. In this respect theboundaries of Indian influence are more extensive.
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