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good

0000 Ryle believes that the Ghost in the Machine dogma makes a similar errorand that "a family of radical
category-mistakes is the source of the double-lifetheory." Advocates of the dogma hold that a person's feelings,
thinking, andpurposive activities cannot be described solely in terms of physics; because ofthis they conclude that
mental activity must be described in a set of counterpartidioms. Moreover, because mental conduct differs so from
bodily activities,advocates of the dogma hold that the mind has its own metaphysical status,made of a different stuff
and having a different structure and its own complexorganization. And so they hold that body and mind are
separate fields of causesand effects, with the body being mechanical and the mind nonmechanical. How did this
category-mistake originate? Although Ryle designatesDescartes as the major culprit, the mind-body dualism has a
history extendingmuch further back than the seventeenth century. Descartes's specific versionwas inspired by the
view that scientific methods are capable of providing a mechanical theory that applies to every occupant in space.
From a strictly scientificpoint of view, Descartes was impressed with the mechanical description of nature.
However, as a religious and moral person, he was reluctant to agree withthe claim that human nature in its mental
aspects differs only in degree of complexity from a machine. Consequently, Descartes and subsequent
philosopherswrongly construed mental-conduct words to signify nonmechanical processesand concluded that
nonmechanical laws must explain the nonspafial workings of minds. But what this explanation retained was the
assumption thatmind, though different from body, is nevertheless a member of the categories of"thing," "stuff,
state,” "process,” "cause," and "effect.” Thus, just as the visitor expected Oxford University to be another, extra unit,
so Descartes and hisheirs treated minds as additional, though special, centers of the causal process.From these
conclusions a host of theoretical difficulties arose. How are the mindand body related? How do they bring about
effects in each other? If the mind isgoverned by strict laws analogous to the laws governing the body, does this
notimply determinism, in which case such notions as responsibility, choice, merit,and freedom make no sense?
Worst of all, only negative terms could be used tospeak of the mind: Minds are not in space, have no motions, are
not aspects ofmatter, and are not observable. For these and other reasons Ryle concludes thatthe entire argument of
the Ghost in the Machine is "broken-backed".
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