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(0 O An Dun O the pen name of Zhang Jieying[l is a reporter for the Beijing Youth Daily She began working on
her case studies on the "emotional state of modern Chinese people” in 1995. Her book series Absolute Privacy-P.
ersonally Told Stories About the Emotions of Modern Chinese People include Absolute Privacyll Going Home[l
Love Letter[] The Meeting of Strangersl] Without Taboo[d and Written on the Moon Her essay collections Verb
An DunJ Rain from Heaven[ and her novels Fragments of Des-ire[] Burning Lovel] Love You and Harm You
were all bestsellers. The film Life and Death Plunder based on her novel of the same title was awarded the top prises
at the 2005 Tribeca Film Festival[] 2005 Kerala State International Film Festival(l the 5th Tiburun International
Film Festi val(J and the 16th Asian and Latin Ameri can Film Festival. The film We[J with An Dun as its scenarist
[0 won the prize for Best Television Film" atthe 2005 China Film Golden Rooster Awards. She began her interviews
for the book series of The Chinese Dreams in 2007. So far the first and the second books of the series based on these
interviews have been published under the titles of Real-Life Stories of the Young in Contemporary China and
Real-Life Stories of the Common People in Contemporary China.

Page 3



0000 0O, tushu007.com
<«<O000000ds>>

goon

ForewordTo Hold Your Hand[O To Grow Old with Yoult Seems I Am Still at the Earthquake Sitel Live to Make
Your Dream More Beautifull Choose to Change Your LifeThe Infinite Landscape Is Seen While TravelingSorrow
and Hope in an ApartmentAtonement on the Premise of LoveHalf Soft and Half StrongRelay of Mother and
Daughter] Dreaming of Being a StarThe Fateful Re?EncounterFor Other People Is Also for YourselfLoving
Yourself Is Better Than Saving a Marriage” Unemployment” [0 the Peak of “ My Career” Postscript
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[0 O That is why Grandma never saw my parents after that. She said that whenshe remarried she told my dad that
his wedding would be the last time theywould meet.[] [1 Can you imagine how I felt in that luxurious car[]
listening to the meanthings my dad had done to my grandmal]

I was so uneasy. To be fairl] mygrandma was lucky to marry their father. If she hadnt been able to find a
goodhusband when she was driven out by her own son | might have lost her manyyears ago.Grandmas ashes will he
with me wherever | go.0J O From that time onJ | hated to go home[J especially to see my dad. Hedidnt know
Grandma had diedd since I didnt tell him. I wondered when held her son[J could have a moment to think about
his own mother. Finally hethought of herd because of her apartment.[] (O My girlfriend came to my home
sometimes after | got a job. My parentsapproved of our relationship. Once we were having dinner together] and
Mumsaid a neighbor had had a baby. "When can | become a grandma(]

" she asked.| hated to listen to her talking like that. | was sensitive about this matter(] sincel was thinking of my
grandma. | had been born in that apartment and had aroom of my own. It seemed we were a perfect family. But
what was the costlJ
My grandma had to remarry at such an advanced age. Even though she was welltreated[] she had to attend upon
another family. It made me sad whenever Ithought of it. My girlfriend went away after dinner oncel] and Dad was
cleaningthe table. Mum said[J "She has to come and go like that. How tiring[J]

Whydont you two get married[]

You can live in the big room and your dad and Ican sleep in the small room. When you have enough money to
buy a bigapartment you can move outl] and we can stay here and look after your child. "Mum liked gabbing[d so
| kept silent. Suddenly Dad said[] "Your grandma hasan apartment. Her husband is dead.
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O O Their struggles and trialsC] successes and failuresC] strike a chord in the hearts of Ordinary people just like
Us. And since they are still struggling and trying[] and may still failC] we can learn from them[ and draw courage
and strength from their stories as we identifiy with them. They are like mirrors whichenable us to see ourselves in

them.OO O ——An Dun
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