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The book Love and Its Place in Nature observed that without love children tend to die.C1 AndAshley Montagu,
noted British-born anthropologist, went so far as to say: The child who has notbeen loved is biochemically,
physiologically, and psychologically very different from the one Who hasbeen loved. The former even grows
differently from the latter.The Toronto Star reported on a study that reached similar conclusions. It said: " Children
raisedwithout being regularly hugged, caressed or stroked.., have abnormally high levels of stress hor-mones. "
Indeed, physical neglect during infancy "can have serious long-range effects on learningand memory. "These
findings emphasize the need for the physical presence of parents.[] Otherwise, how canstrong ties develop between
parent and child[]

But sorry to say, even in affluent parts of the world,the tendency now is to try to supply a child' s needs apart from
his or her parents. Children are sentaway to school, sent away to work, sent away to summer camp, and given
money and sent away toplaces of recreation. Thrust out of the family nucleus, circling in orbit at a distance, as it
were, mil-lions of children naturally come to feel——if only subconsciously——neglected, unwanted, and
un-loved, surrounded by a hostile world of grownups. Such a prevailing feeling among children may beone reason
why there are so many street children. Typical is young Micha, who said: "No one wan-ted me anymore.[] A
nine-year-old boy similarly complained:would rather be our dog.Child neglect is a form of mistreatment and it can
lead to more sinister forms of mistreatmenlsuch as the physical mistreatment and sexual abuse of
children.Regardless of the form mistreatment takes, it sends children the message that they are unlovedand
unwanted. According to the German newspaper Die Welt, "more and more children are growingup to be social
cripples. " It adds: "Children lack the warmth of the nest. The emotional bondingbetween children and parents is
becoming weaker, or it is never established in the first place. Suctlchildren feel neglected, and their desire for
security goes unfulfilled. "
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