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0000 OO0 Professor Baroness Greenfield believesthe growth of intemet “friendships”,as well asgreater use
of computer games,could effectively"rewire" the brain. This can result in reduced concentration,a need for instant
gratification and poor nonverbal skills,such as the ability to make eyecontact during conversations. More than 750
million people acrossthe world use Facebook to share photographsand videos and post regular updates of
theirmovements and thoughts. Millions have alsosigned up to Twitter,the "micro-blogging"“service that lets
members circulate short textand picture messages about themselves. Baroness Greenfield said: "What concernsme
is the banality of so much that goes out onTwitter." Why should someone be interestedin what someone else has
had for breakfast?It reminds me of a small child saying: "Lookat me Mummy,I'm doing this","Look at meMummy
I'm doing that". "It's almost as if they're in some kindof identity crisis." The academic suggestedthat some Facebook
users feel the need tobecome "mini celebrities" who are watchedand admired by others on a daily basis. Theydo
things that are "Facebook worthy" becausethe only way they can define themselves is bypeople knowing about
them. "It's almost as if people are living in aworld that's not a real world,but a world wherewhat counts is what
people think of you or (ifthey) can click on you," she said. "Think of the implications for society ifpeople worry
more about what other peoplethink about them than what they think aboutthemselves.” Her views were supported
by Sue Palmer,a literacy expert and author,who said girls inparticular believe they are "goods they mustsell to other
people” on Facebook.
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