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O O O It looks then as if it was some time after the Fall of Jerusalem in 70 CE,and the consequent removal of the
Temple as a source of authoritywithin Judaism, that the final shape of the Hebrew Bible emerged. Thisleaves
interesting questions about the process of canonization. Whohad authority to proclaim works canonical]

Was it the group ofPharisees who, according to tradition, gathered around Johanan benZakkai at Jamnia (Yavneh)
after the Fall of Jerusalem[J

Many now doubtthat this grouping would have had the kind of authority required tocommand recognition
throughout Jewish communities in theMediterranean and the Middle East. It is likely that the process wasmore
gradual, as communities came to recognize the value of somewritings and the dangers of others. Those containing
fierier visions ofcosmic battles and the overthrow of Jewish enemies would have beenregarded with caution in the
light of the painful experiences of defeatat the hands of the Romans, not only in the Jewish War (66-73), butalso in
the Bar Kochba revolt in 132-5. The book of Enoch, which was inthe Qumran library, was excluded, while others,
like the book of Daniel, were retained, possibly because they had gained widercurrency before the wars. Probably
there was no firmly agreed canonuntil well into the second century CE.Nor is this the end of the story. The text of
the canonical writings at thispoint was written in unpointed Hebrew (and, in a few parts, Aramaic).This means that
only the consonants were actually represented in thewritten texts. This leaves a good deal of room for scribal error
and fordifferent ways of vocalizing the consonants and indeed for regroupingconsonants to give quite different
words. It was only later that theseambiguities were in large measure resolved by the creation of a systemof pointing
the consonantal text to represent the missing vowels. Thiswas the work of the Massoretes and the resulting text only
began to beproduced from the sixth century CE at the earliest.
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