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0 OO 20 Itwas a network of news and sentiment built by a family kept at adistance because of the war. But they
all stayed close through the writtenword.[] [0 All seven brothers returned safely from World War I1. Only
RalphWyciskalla is alive today and living in Tamaroa. For the remaining sixveteran brothers(] they live on through
their letters home. Although foralmost 60 years(] the pages were forgotten.[] (I "Three years ago[] we cleaned out
the old house and found them( " saidRalph.[J [ "It was fascinating] you just couldnt put them down. When
you startedopening the envelopes —— youd see the dates on there 19440 19450 " saidRalphs wife Virginia
Wyciskalla.[O [0 [0 300 The stationery and sheets of notebook paper] yellowed and wornby time[d detail the
brothers day-to-day lives. Responses from HelenWyciskalla and the sisters tell of difficulties at home. Above alll]
onemessage rings clear] a mother in the heartland missed her seven sons.[J [ [0 40 "I dont know how she lived
through it. Its amazing that she did[J Iguess those old letters were what kept her going[] " said Ralph.0J O Virginia
says the collection of letters and wartime mementos also givesthe next generation of Wyciskallas a look at their
ancestors from theGreatest GeneratiOn.[] [J "They were preserved for a reason(] | think it was for us to pass on
toour kids and their kidsO just something that their family had been throughand they came back and were safe[] "
said Virginia.
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