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WAR AND PEACE was not immediately or universally recognized by its readers as a world’s classicl] It came out
by instalments between 1865 and 1869(1 in a tilne offierce controversy[] and there were complaints from both 1eft
and right about its being tendentious Tolstoy's contemporaries couldfewofthem standbackand
seethegranddesign of the book[] they were distracted by questions of genre was this a novel offam~~y life[] an
historical chronicle not without its distortionsC] or a panoramic'poem’ like Gogol's Dead Souls?Tolstoy
rejected all these definitions when in 1868 he published'Some Words about WarandPeacd ft0 be found at the end
of this volume) [0 He claimed that the best things in the fiction of his countrymen had neve conformed to the
known genres[] But many of his read ers found it dimcult to adjust to the changed perspective ina novel that
started with the domestic life of a few families and moved steadily into the domain of a national epicC] They were
even more perplexed when[ half-way through it[J passages of theoretical argument about history and free will
began to grow in frequencyl] until the Second Epilogue left fiction behind altogether,and hammered out a
paradoxical thesis[]
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