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One morning in 190507 or the 3lth year of the reign of Emperor Guangxu ofQing Dynasty[] tWO brothers set Out
by boat from their hometown Boa-ah[J amountain hamlet in Fujian Province on the southern coast of Chinall for
theDort city of Xiamen[] some sixty miles away[] The boys were full of excitementand chatted especily the
younger onel] Yutang was ten years old[] and today[] hewas taking leave of his hometown and going with his
brother to study in Xiamen- Thev were sons of Pastor Lin Zhichengd who was born in the poor village ofWulisha
[0 Pastor Lin was sending his sons tO free missionary schools in Xiamen[] The Pastor was not a follower of
convention SO the boys did not wear queuesld Yutang was a little guyd deeply tanned(] with a prominent
forehead'a pair of sparkling eyes(] and a narrow chinlJ Six miles later,when the skiff camet0 Xiaoxi[l the boys
changed tO a fivell sail junk[ and sailed toward Zhangzhou on West River[] There were paddy fields and
farmhouses on either side ofthe riverd and tall mountains stood behind them clad in grey-purplish hues

[ Yutang thought it inexpressibly beautiful (] After a day's journey] the junk was tied up against the bank under
some bamboo trees[] Yutang was told tO lie down[] cover himself with a blanket and go tO sleepO But sleep was
the last thing on the boy's mindJ The boatman sitting at the iunk[J s stern was sucking at his pipel] and between
gulps of bitter teal] telling stories about the Empress Dowager Cixil] who ruled the court today[] having put the
Emperor Guangxu under house arrest for supporting the reformers at the palace[] Another junk was tied up on the
opposite bankJ brightly lit by lanterns A soft breeze wafted sounds of merrymaking and music from a lute across
the water[]
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FOREWORD

INTRODUCTION

PROLEGOMENA

BOOK OF TAO

(The chapter headings indicate the text of Laotse; section headings
indicate[d selections from Chuangtse.)

Book One THE CHARACTER OF TAO

[0 1. ON THE ABSOLUTE TAO

[0 2. THE RISE OF RELATIVE OPPOSITES
0 3. ACTION WITHOUT DEEDS

(1 4. THE CHARACTER OF TAO

[0 5. NATURE

(0 6. THE SPIRIT OF TIIE VALLEY

Book Two THE LESSONS OF TAO

0 7. LIVING FOR OTHERS

(18. WATER

(1 9. THE DANGER OF OVERWEENING SUCCESS
(] 10. EMBRACING THE ONE

0 11. THE UTILITY OF NOT-BEING

[0 12. THE SENSES

[0 13. PRAISE AND BLAME

Book Three THE IMITATION OF TAO

[0 14. PREHISTORIC ORIGINS

[0 15. THE WISE ONES OF OLD

[0 16. KNOWING THE ETERNAL LAW

[0 17. RULERS

[0 18. THE DECLINE OF TAO

(0 19. REALIZE THE SIMPLE SELF

(120. THE WORLD AND I

(1 21. MANIFESTATIONS OF TAO

(1 22. FUTILITY OF CONTENTION

(1 23. IDENTIFICATION WITH TAO

(1 24. THE DREGS AND TUMORS OF VIRTUE
(1 25. THE FOUR ETERNAL MODELS
0o
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As sociates with men[] Because he has not human passions the questions of rightand wrong do not touch him

O Infinitesimal indeed is that which belongs to thehuman( infinitely great is that which is completed in God[1 (2
[0 3)2200 300 TWO USELESS TREESLI A certain carpenter Shih was traveUing to the Ch'iState[] On reaching
Shady Circlel] he saw a sacred li tree in the temple to the Godof Earth[] It was so large that its shade could cover a
herd of several thousandcattle[J It was a hundred spans in girth(J towering up eighty feet over the hilltop] before it
branched out A dozen boats could be cut Out of itD Crowds stoodgazing at it[] but the carpenter took no notice
[0 and went on his way withouteven casting a look behind[d His apprentice] however,took a good look at it(] and
when he caught up with his master,said(] “ Ever since | have handled anadze in your service[d I have never seen
such a splendid piece of timberJ Howwasitthatyoul] Master,didnot careto stopandlook atit?” “ Forget about it
O It S notworth talking about ” replied his master[] “ It" Sgood for nothingl] Made into a boat[J it would
sink[ into a coffm0 it would rot[] into furniture it would break eas@[J into a door,it would sweat[J into a
pillar,itwould be worm-eaten It is wood of no quality and of no usel That is why it hasattained its present age[]

" When the carpenter reached home[J he dreamt that the spirit of the treeappeared to him in his sleep and spoke
to him as follows “ What is it youintend to compare me with?ls it with fine-grained wood?Look at the
cherryapplel] the pear,the orangel the pumelo and other fruit bearers[] As soon astheir fruit ripens they are
stripped and treated with indignity[] The great boughsare snapped off,the small ones scattered abroadJ Thus do
these trees by theirown value injure their own lives[] They cannot fulfil their allotted span of years(J but perish
prematurely because they destroy themselves for the(admiration of)the world[] Thus it is with all things

(1 Moreover,| tried for a long period to be uselessC] Many times 1 was in danger ofbeing Cut down[] but at length |
have succeededd and So have become exceedingly useful to myselfC] Had | indeed been of use[] | should not be
able to grow to this height[d
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