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O O This little book is designed to help college students learn to write better essays .In its earliest draft it was a
simple set of mimeographed guidelines for my first .year students who seemed to learn better by seeing my
mini-lectures than by hearing them. Although many of my examples are drawn from courses in which students
write about their own lives and their reactions to college life[] the principles of good writing that I discuss will apply
to almost any courses in which students are expected to write argumentative essays.[] [J This book is designed to
teach itself .Each chapter is not only a self contained lesson on some feature of writing[d but is also a model of the
kind of writing that students are expected to do in college. It has an introduction] a thesis or central argument
supported by evidence or examples(] transitions[] and a conclusion.] [ In addition to designing Writing Matters
for use in courses that require systematic writing. | have al so designed it with a view to the kind of writing that
professional men and women will do after they leave college .Not only do I include an early chapter specifically on
“ Writing in the Professional World.”
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[0 O lover because you wanted him to know that everywhere you looked you saw his face[] even in that tree
outside your bedroom window. You would say something else if you were describing it to a painter who wanted to
get just the right shades of green on a canvasl] some thing else if you were describing it to a blind man who had
never seen a treel] something else if you were describing it for a newspaper audience in an editorial about how
terrible it is that such trees are cut down to make paper.And so on .In each case the tree you describe would
beexactly the same oneld but the way you write about it would differ drastically depending on your audience. The
same is as true for argumentative writing as for descriptive writing If you were asked to write an essay about the
problem of stray dogs on campusl[] you would take one approach with a society for preventing humans from being
cruel to animalsC] another with the student government subcommittee on academic environment( still another
with the local police. You can supply from your own imagination examples to demonstrate the different kinds of
essays that would result youre your writing for different audiences.[J [ Who is your audience for a college essay[]
In asensel] of coursel] your reader is that remarkable creature known as your English teacher .He or she will
usually be the final audience for your essay[] and have tocomment on it and assign it a grade. But your teacher is
really an artificial sort of reader .If you are writing about your apartment] or about students having cars on campus
[J or about corruption in politics.
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