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Hellers FictionA.Black Humor in Catch-22B.Dialogism in No Laughing MatterC.Carnivalization in Closing
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(0 O O 190 .The disharmony inhering in Jewish humor makes it a propervehicle for the postmodern humor which
is blacker than previous humor.The principle of the disharmony——the most distinguished characteristic ofthe
grotesque——runst] wildd inJ Hellers[] blackd humor which[J mixesamusement with horror(d [ attraction
with[J repulsion O liberation withtension life with death. All inallCd Hellers black humor is Jewishhumor in

[0 a dialogie relationship with[J postmodernist reflection ofcontemporary American society. Hellers black
humor is the most absurdJewish humord which his Catch-22 exemplifies.(J [ B. Dialogism in No Laughing
MatterJ [J If Joseph Hellers black humor is a dialogue between Jewishsensibility and postmodernist reflection]
No Laughing Matter[] 19861 can be interpreted as dialogism between Heller and his friend Speed.[J [0 Named
No Laughing Matter(] Hellers serious nonfictional narrationof his hospitalization opens our eyes to the
psychological grotesqueexperience of the laughable and the horrible at the same time. In thismemoir of calamitous
illness named Guillain-Barre syndromel] JosephHeller and Speed VVogel told alternately an eye-opening true story
asterrifying and eye-opening as any fiction Joseph Heller has ever written.[J [1 At the opening of this story of "no
laughing matter(J] " Joseph Helleris as healthy as health could be. He was jogging an average of four milesa day (]
working on his novel God Knows[] coping with the complicationsof his complicated divorcel] dining with
members of his " GourmetClub. " Then one morning his grapefruit tasted wrong. Later he could notswallow his
hash browns. By the afternoon he could not raise his armshigh enough to remove his sweater. Within twenty-four
hours he was tobe in intensive care at Manhattans Mount Sinai Hospital.
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