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[0 O So in welcoming you to lllinois, I invite you to take up the stewardship and the challenge ofa long and rich
legacy of excellence. The university provides much to enable you to bring yourhighest aspirations within reach. Im
told that we provide more institutional funds to supportfaculty research than any university in America. | know that
we offer you the largest library in anypublic university in the world. We have built here a faculty members
university, an institutionthat is ambitious and entrepreneurial, that organizes itself to help you get your work done,
thatstrives to provide the finest staff and facilities to support our academic work, where you willencounter
colleagues who are leading the way across the broad scope of traditional and emergingdisciplines and fields of
knowledge. And, you will encounter an institution that, in its soul,prizes excellence above all else.[J [1 We expect
much in return. The legacy of your predecessors demands your very best. Itchallenges you to accept no comprises
in the pursuit of excellence, to stand on the shoulders ofgiants, in Isaac Newtons lovely phrase, to see over the
horizon and take us to new heights wecannot yet imagine, and to join us in refashioning the ideal of the public
research university tomeet the challenges and fulfill the promises of the twenty-first century.[0 [J There is a nobility
of purpose here, a world of heady opportunities. | welcome you to ourgreat undertaking, | wish you every success.
And, I look forward to what you will achieve andcontribute , what you will add to our legacy in the years ahead.
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