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[0 O In a society such as the United States or Canadal] which has many national[] religious[] and cultural
differencesl] people highly value individualism-the differences among peoplel] Teachers place a lot of importance
on the qualities that make each student special(J The educational systems in these countries show these values

[0 Students do not memorize information Instead] they work individually and find answers themselves] There
is often discussion in the classroom At an early age[J] students learn tO form their own ideas and opinionsd [

O In most Asian societies] by contrast[] the people have the same languaged htory[d and cultured Perhaps for
this reason] the educational system in much of the Orient reflects society’ S belief in group goals and purposes
rather than individualismJ Children in Chinall Japan[] and Korea often work together and help one another on
assignments[] In the classroom[] the teaching methods are often very formall] The teacher lecturest] and the
students listen] There is not much discussionl] Instead[] the students recite rules or information that they have
memorized O O There are advantages and disadvantages to both of these systems of educationJ For example

[J one advantage to the system in Japan is that students there learn much more math and science than American
students learn by the end of high sch001[] They also study more hours each day and more days each year than
North Americans dold The system is difficultC] but it prepares students for a society that values discipline and self-
contr01[] There ist] however[ a disadvantagel] Memorization is an important learning method in Japanese
schools] yet many students say that after an exam they forget much of the information that they have
memorizedd [J [J The advantage of the educational systern in North Americal] on the other hand[J iS that
students learn to think for themselvesC] 1]he systern prepares them for a society that values creative ideas] There is
[0 however[ a disadvantagel] When students graduate from high schooll] they haven’ t memorized as many
basic rules and facts as students in other countries have[]
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