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I am always amazed by the mix of students on first-year economics courses. Some have not acquired any
mathematical knowledge beyond elementary algebra (and even that can be of a rather dubious nature), some have
never studied economics before in their lives, while others have passed preliminary courses in both. Whatever
category you are in, | hope that you will find this book of value. The chapters covering algebraic manipulation,
simple calculus, finance and matrices should also benefit students on business studies and accountancy courses.The
first few chapters are aimed at complete beginners and students who have not taken mathematics courses for some
time. 1 would like to think that these students once enjoyed mathematics and had every intention of continuing
their studies in this area, but somehow never found the time to fit it into an already overcrowded academic
timetable. However, | suspect that the reality is rather different. Possibly they hated the subject, could not
understand it and dropped it at the earliest opportunity. If you find yourself in this position, you are probably
horrified to discover that you must embark on a quantitative methods course with an examination looming on the
horizon. However, there is no need to worry. My experience is that every student, no matter how innumerate, is
capable of passing a mathematics examination.All that is required is a commitment to study and a willingness to
suspend any prejudices about the subject gained at school. The fact that you have bothered to buy this book at all
suggests that you are prepared to do both.
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