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[0 O A focused topic helps you determine a thesisC] the main idea for the paper( and selectl] review.and read only
the materials that are appropriate for your paper.Skimming reference materials foran hour or two and then
narrowing the subiect can save hours of work.[J [0 Consider alternative ways to begin you r review of reference
materials.If your library hasshifted from a print reference COllection to an electronic one.use the library’ S home
pare tolocate electronic encyclopedias(] factbooks[] dictionaries.and other general materials. Thensimply connect
to the sources you want and begin your preliminary work.If your library’ Scollection iS st( in book form gO to
the reference room and use either the online catalog toenter your subject or one of the subject lists many libraries
post in the reference area.Eitherstrategy allows you to locate print reference materials in the COllection that relate
to yoursubject.1f you begin by searching the Internet.review those sites that offer the broadestovemiew of your
subject.as opposed to those that focus on individual features.[1 [1 When reviewing general reference materials(]
pay particular a~ention to recurrent themes.details[]

and ideas. Take notes on interesting iterns and use them to narrow your focus to singlefacets of the larger subject.
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